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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) ^| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



PTOL-T26 d (Rev e 08-06r 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20090730 



Application/Control Number: 10/562,896 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2627 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "the" before the 
word "Middle" in line 3 of the claim should be "a". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shoji et al. (US 
2003/0063535; hereafter Shoji). 

Regarding claim 1 : 

Shoji discloses a recording method for recording data stream on a dual layer recordable 
disk having a first layer and a second layer (see Figs. 25A-25B and par. [0134], the method 
comprising an act of performing an Optimum Power Control (OPC) procedure for determining 
an actual optimum writing power (see Figs. 25A-25B; testing recordings are performed in sectors 
labeled with numbers 1-4 and 6-9; also, see par. [01 13]), said Optimum Power Control procedure 
being performed in variably located OPC-areas on the disk that are variably located on the first 
layer and the second layer (see Fig. 25B for example, the location of the test recording area on 
the second layer depends on whether there is information already recorded), at least one of the 
variably located OPC-areas is positioned on the second layer and located relatively close to a 
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radius where the data stream switches from the first layer to the second layer (see Figs. 25A-25B 
and par. {0139]). 

Regarding claim 2: 

Shoji discloses the recording method as claimed in claim 1, wherein a location of the at 
least one of the variably located OPC-areas depends on the amount of information to be recorded 
on the disk (see par. [0061], [0067], [0071] and [0072] and Figs. 25A-25B). 

Regarding claim 3 : 

Shoji discloses the recording method as claimed in claim 2, wherein an OPC area of the 
variably located OPC-areas is located in a Middle Zone of the at least one of the layers of the 
dual layer disk (see Figs. 25A-25B; the test recording areas of the second layer are in the middle 
zone). 

Regarding claim 4: 

Shoji discloses the recording method as claimed in claim 1, comprising a further step of 
performing a further Optimum Power Control (OPC) procedure, said further Optimum Power 
Control procedure being performed in a further OPC-area located at a fixed position on at least 
one of the layers of the dual layer disk and reserved for use by the further Optimum Power 
Control procedure (see Fig. 17 and par. [0135]). 

Regarding claim 5 : 

Shoji discloses the recording method as claimed in claim 4, wherein the further Optimum 
Power Control procedure is performed in a first fixed OPC-area located on the first layer and in a 
second fixed OPC-area located on the second layer (see Fig. 17, area 1707 is the first fixed OPC- 
area, and area 1710 is the second fixed OPC-area). 
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Regarding claim 6: 

Shoji discloses a recording device for recording information on a dual layer recordable 
disk adopted for using the method according to claim 1 (see Fig. 1). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LIXI CHOW whose telephone number is (571)272-7571. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30am to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Lixi Chow/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2627 

/Wayne Young/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



